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Omicron has impacted Sunny Hills more than any

previous variants of COVID-19. The Accolade looks = L
into how school officials and the community are
dealing with this virus.
See Spotlight, pages 8-11.
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HERE FOR THE INTERIM

Cathy Gach sees spring semester principal role as ‘cheerleader’ for school

NEVYA PATEL
News Editor

Eight.

That’s the number of years
Sunny Hills last had a vacancy
for the top position on campus
— principal.

Similar to
how former
principal Allen
Whitten was
promoted  last
month to Student
Support Services
director in the
Fullerton  Joint
Union High
School District
[FJUHSD], Judy
Fancher accepted an assistant
superintendent’s job at the Haci-
enda-La Puente Unified School
District, leaving the start of
the spring 2014 semester with-
out any top administrator at the
helm.

To find an interim princi-
pal nearly a decade ago, the
FJUHSD called upon Cathy
Gach, asking if she was willing
to come out of retirement from
being the campus leader at Ful-
lerton Union High School, where
she had served as the top admin-
istrator from 2002-2013.

This time around in 2022, dis-
trict officials didn’t hesitate to
call upon Gach’s services again
since the circumstances are so
familiar.

“I got a call from the district
[last month], and they were look-
ing for an interim principal, [but]
at the time they couldn’t tell me
for which school,” she said. “So |

Cathy
Gach
Interim

Principal
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MINGLING AND BONDING: Interim principal Cathy Gach engages in a conversation with a
group of students, something she does daily, during lunch in the quad on Jan. 21.

had lots of time to think about it.

“We kind of went back and
forth, and eventually, I found
out it was Sunny Hills, and that
sealed it.”

Her decision was finalized be-
cause of her positive experience
with Sunny Hills from the last
time she was here, recalling the
diversity and the faculty mem-
bers — making it easier for her
to come out of retirement again.

GACH: “CHEERLEADER”
Based on Gach’s experiences
the last time around, the interim

principal said she’s well aware of
what her role is for this semester
while the FJUHSD works toward
putting a search committee to-
gether to find a replacement for
Whitten.

“As an interim principal, 'm
not building for the future,” she
said. “What I’m doing is main-
taining what has been done, and
there are a lot of day-to-day
things that come up where de-
cisions have to be made [and]
problems have to be solved.”

Gach said she also believes
that one of her roles is to encour-

age the SH community, includ-
ing students, parents and faculty.

“I feel that it’s my job to be a
part of that positive culture and
to do what I can to help people
when they need help,” she said.
“And [I am going] to cheer them
on with what they are doing. So
that’s it — I’m the cheerleader.”

One way to demonstrate that
approach is to continue Whit-
ten’s administrative philosophy
in finding opportunities to inter-
act with students and finding the
positives in them.

“l am a firm believer about

being out and about during break
times,” Gach said. “I think it’s
important when you know some-
body wants assistance or just
wants to say hi [because] it’s nice
for them to know that there’s
somebody nearby.”

CAMPUS CULTURE

From her first day as interim
principal this semester on Jan. 6,
Gach said she immediately no-
ticed the differences Whitten had
made on campus compared with
when she was last here.

“I think that Mr. Whitten must
have been a wonderful principal
because he created a positive
culture,” she said. “There are so
many things that I see physical-
ly on the campus, like all of the
benches and eating areas as well
as the jumbtron that weren’t here
before.”

STUDENT INTERACTIONS

Junior Tazia Mohammad is
among those who had a chance
to meet with Gach.

“I was a little bit hesitant be-
cause I didn’t know if she would
help us, but when I talked to her, I
was surprised,” said Mohammad
of her Jan. 11 appointment to ex-
plain to the administrator about
an upcoming Saturday off-cam-
pus event for Junior Statesmen
of America, which the junior
serves as a co-president. “She’s
very energetic ... She has a lot of
energy, and she reminded me of
our younger teachers.”
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& ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER &

Ecology Club collects unwanted fruits to fertilize garden

YEIHN LEE

Staff Reporter

To reduce food waste, the
Ecology Club has started a cam-
paign to collect unwanted fruits,
which will eventually be turned
into compost to fertilize the Sun-
ny Hills agriculture farm’s gar-
dens.

“We started the compost proj-
ect because we wanted to incor-
porate lessons on how to manage
food waste ourselves, not just
give it to other people,” Eco Club
president senior Louis Lee said.

To promote their project,
which started at the beginning of
this month, some club members
brought empty plastic bags out-
side the cafeteria and the Round-

house during break and lunch and
asked if any students wanted to
give away their apples or oranges.

Eventually, the items are
placed into a blue bin with an
orange sticker that says, “Food
Scraps,” at the back of the cam-
pus near the tennis courts.

Then an off-site composting
facility called Republic Services
collects the unwanted food once a
week to turn it into compost, Lee
said.

Currently, there are bins placed
at the Roundhouse and cafeteria
for students to drop off their un-
wanted fruit.

Eventually, once the Eco Club
can purchase its own collection
bins, it plans to work with Fu-
ture Farmers of America students
to mix together the fruits and a

carbon source, such as wood or
leaves, and leave the mixture to
be decomposed by bacteria, the
Eco Club president said.

When the fruits decompose,
they will release heat, killing off
all bacteria and becoming com-
post, which will be used for the
gardens at the agriculture farm,
Lee said.

“Our goal is to improve sus-
tainability in our community
through recycling and food waste
reduction,” he said.

Junior Deyleen Diaz, Eco
Club’s food waste coordinator,
said she’s looking forward to see
how the project pans out.

“The projects are super fun to
be a part of because you get to see
the changes that you achieve,”
Diaz said.
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GOING GREEN: Junior Taylor Ziebell (left) drops her orange
into freshman Sean Lee’s bag on Jan. 14. The fruits will eventual-
ly be turned into compost to fertilize the school’s ag farm garden.
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NONE OF THE ABOVE: The University of California announced last November that it would
permanently drop the SAT and ACT as an application requirement for students.

Students applaud decision to
drop tests for UC admission

JAIMIE CHUN

Copy Editor

Junior Aidan Jung’s dream
school ranges from UCLA to the
University of California, Berkeley.

But when Jung heard about
the University of California [UC]
system’s decision to permanently
do away with the SAT or ACT as
a college admissions requirement,
he knew right away what he want-
ed to do with his test prep books
lying around the house.

“I had prep books from my
brother, but I ended up throwing
them away because I’'m not going
to have to worry about it,” said
Jung, a student in the Advance-
ment Via Individual Determina-
tion program.

Jung is among many non-se-
niors who are applauding how UC
schools are revamping their col-

SAT PIVOTS

In response to uni-
versities dropping the
SAT as an admissions
requirement, the Col-
lege Board on Tuesday
announced a new digital
SAT to be offered in 2024
with these features:

® two hours instead of three to
complete

® shorter reading passages

® calculators allowed for the
entire math section

Source: College Board Newroom website
Compiled by Nevya Patel

lege admisisons requirements.
Last November, UC officials
agreed to drop standardized test
scores because they may not judge
applicants fairly based on race, in-

come and parent education levels.

This coming March, California
State University officials will vote
whether to do the same.

College and Career Center
guidance technician Genesis Perez
said university officials are mak-
ing the right choice.

“A test score doesn’t determine
your abilities as a person — it’s
what you actually do yourself and
having an active presence,” said
Perez, who attended a conference
discussing the UC change.

For students like sophomore
Isabella Jacobs, the admission up-
date has produced more concern.

“While I think it is great for
some students who have focused
more on extracurriculars, 1 feel
that students who focused more
on test scores and studies will not
have a leg up as they once did,”
Jacobs said.

IB tests come back
to in-person format

ALICE SHIN
Managing Editor

For the first time in two years,
students in the International
Baccalaureate [IB] program will
be required to take in-person
exams on campus to determine
their IB diploma status.

Even  though  Omicron
COVID-19 variant positive cas-
es have increased with a one-
day high of 103 since the start
of the spring semester, IB coor-
dinator Brian Wall said the plan
is still to move forward with the
testing.

“I just want to stay positive,”
Wall said. “I know [Omicron] is
bad right now, but I think that
things will get better, and I think
we’re going to be able to hold
the tests like the way they’re
supposed to be.”

IB students in the 2019-2020
school year did not have to take
the tests — commonly referred
to as “external assessments” —
after the March 2020 state lock-
down closed all campuses in
favor of remote learning.

Although the 2020-2021
school year was composed of
distance and hybrid learning op-
portunities for students, IB was
expecting students to be able to
test again.

But Wall and school officials
successfully appealed to skip
the external assessments for a
second year.

So for the past two years,
IB students were only scored
through internal assessments,
which could be in the form of
essays or presentations depend-

ing on the instructor — for ex-

ample, an IB art teacher would
score a student’s submitted
portfolio; then, to avoid bias in
grading, IB candidates had to
undergo a process called mod-
eration, in which IB samples
certain students to verify that
the score provided by the teach-
er followed through the criteria
correctly, Wall said.

However, this school year,
the traditional exam consist-
ing of internal and external
assessments, which include es-
says, structured problems and
short-response questions, will
determine the overall score and
diploma eligibility, according to
the IB website.

“You’ve got to earn at least
24 points of the 45 possible to
earn the full diploma,” Wall
said. “To get that sophomore
status in the University of Cal-
ifornia system and a lot of other
schools, you need to earn 30 or
more.”

IB students were informed of
the return of IB tests on campus
this school year since the begin-
ning of the fall semester.

While some favor the modifi-
cation of the IB exam last school
year because of the higher aver-
age score it yielded, students
such as senior Tesneem Hassan
still understand that the return
of the traditional assessment is a
step forward to a life prior to the
pandemic.

“Obviously, 1 enjoyed it
more last year when it was just
writing [an essay] because we
had a lot of time to work on it
and finalize it,” said Hassan,
who will be taking tests for her
five IB courses from the end of
April through May.

Break, lunch lines getting longer; many cite cutting in front an issue

NEVYA PATEL

News Editor

Since the state provided free
on-campus meals starting in
2021-2022 for break and lunch,
Sunny Hills students are notic-
ing longer lines to get food — one
reason being friends allowing a
group of others to cut in front of
those who’ve been waiting.

“You walk in line, and you
wait for a few minutes, and then
the person in front of you lets
one friend cut in front of them,
then another, and eventually five
people in front of you turn into
20,” said junior Remy Kakebeen,
who started getting school lunch
this year.

Senior Kaitlin Punu, a first-
timer getting lunch on campus

REBEKAH KIM | theaccolade

CUTTERS AGAIN: Junior Remy Kakebeen (left) reacts
Wednesday to students going ahead of her at the Roundhouse.

similar to Kakebeen, usually
keeps her frustration to herself
but took the liberty to voice her
opinion once.

“It’s unfair and I get mad
when people disrespect my

time,” Punu said. “Students were
cutting, and one of the cafete-
ria workers came around to tell
them to stop. I was annoyed so |
yelled, ‘Yeah,” at the people who
skipped ahead in line.”

TO CUT OR
NOT TO CUT

Do you cut in line to get
your food at the cafeteria or
Roundhouse during break
or lunch?

62% = No
24% = Depends
13% = Yes

Source: from 76 respondents to The
Accolade’s online poll

Cafeteria workers also wish
the situation were different; they
noted the problem mainly occur-
ring at the Roundhouse, which
has no railings to direct students
to stay in line beyond a certain
point.

“What I would really love is
someone to monitor the lunch
lines,” said Christina Domin-
guez, one of the Roundhouse
workers.

Despite no students reporting
this problem to administration,
interim principal Cathy Gach
said she will look into the situ-
ation and see if she can provide
a solution.

Said Punu, “Once Mrs. Gach
looks into the problem, I hope
people will start listening to staff
members and start respecting
other people’s time.”

RELATED STORY

Head to Head: Is it OK to cut in
break or lunch lines?

See Opinion, page 7.
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ANGELIC OFFERIN

HANNAH LEE

Copy Editor

Sophomore =~ Chloe  Shim
watched in disbelief as violent
gusts of wind endangered her
carefully formulated plans.

Precious sheets of music flut-
tered across the concert stage, and
loudspeakers painfully pierced
the audience’s ears after being
distorted by the breeze.

Alas, the show must go on.

As the co-president of Music
Angels Hands, a non-profit or-
ganization that utilizes students’
musical talents to raise money
for donations, Shim holds the re-
sponsibility of ensuring that the
club’s fundraiser events go well.

Even with obstacles like wind,
Shim and the other 20 club mem-
bers — a diverse group consisting
of middle and high schoolers at-
tending different schools — per-
severed and contributed to the
success of several in-person and
virtual music concerts in front of
an audience.

For safety reasons, the club
was limited to virtual concerts
during the height of the pandem-
ic, resorting to individually film-
ing performances and then edit-
ing them together to create one
long video.
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HELPING HAND: Sophomore Chloe Shim (left), freshman Jenna Kim, former principal Allen
Whitten and freshman Jayden Kim hold up the 130 masks the club donated Dec. 6, 2021.

However, since the summer of
2021, Music Angels Hands was
able to return to hosting in-per-
son concerts at the center of The
Source OC mall in Buena Park,
Calif.

“I was first in line, which was
definitely nerve-racking, but the
most important thing during per-
formances is to create good mu-
sic for the crowd,” said freshman
Jenna Kim, a piano-playing club
member since last year. “After the

second or third round, you end up
feeling accomplished.”

With the money collected
over a span of several concerts
like these, the group donated
130 masks to Sunny Hills on
Dec. 6, 2021, to aid the school in
COVID-19-related struggles.

“Although it’s not the highest
amount of masks that our club
donated to Sunny Hills, we hope
that our small donation would
serve to help the students and

staff members with extra supplies
during the pandemic,” Shim said.

The Dec. 6 donation was only
one of many that the organization
has made since it was founded in
2021.

Along with Sunny Hills, Mu-
sic Angels Hands also distributed
700 masks to various schools in
Orange County like Laguna Road
Elementary, Sunset Lane Ele-
mentary, Parks Junior High, Or-
ange County School of the Arts

. Student non-profit group raises money through
o musical shows to donate masks to Sunny Hills

and Troy High School — cam-
puses that some of the members
currently or used to attend.

“The masks went quickly to
students and staff, whoever need-
ed them,” said former SH prin-
cipal Allen Whitten, who was
involved in the donation process.

The group reached out to
Whitten via email to arrange a
meeting to pass on the donations.

In addition to donating
COVID-19 supplies, the club
makes efforts to regularly give to
charities as well, such as the Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities.

“I hope that our club is affect-
ing the lives of many children and
families of our society for the bet-
ter,” Shim said.

“Our mission statement has
always been ‘children helping
children.””

In the future, Music Angels
Hands hopes to continue utilizing
the members’ musical talents and
passions to host music concerts to
raise money and promote the club
to expand its reach. The require-
ments to be a part of the organi-
zation is to know how to play an
instrument and be, at minimum, a
sixth grader.

“The club’s key point lies in
providing for others, so naturally,
I’m glad to contribute to our com-
munity,” Kim said.
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5238 Beach
Blvd, Buena
Park, CA, 90621

Open from
lla.m. to
10p.m.

NEW CAR SALES & LEASING

Smart Autoland, Inc.

1031 Rosencrans Ave. Suite 208

Fullerton, CA 92833
Tel. (714) 823.- 3050

Fax. (714) 823 - 3051

Andy Chae

Cell. (714) 401-6616
andychae72@ymail.com

Office Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm
Saturday and Sunday by
appointment only

Steven H. Yu D.D.S

Phone (714) 441-1197
Fax (714) 441-1619

Smile Dr.

Family & Cosmetic Denistry

Web Site www.MySmileDr.com

Amerige Heights Town

Center

1913 West Malvern Avenue
Fullerton, California 92833

New College and Career Center tech has
mutli-faceted, educational background

SUSIE KIM
Social Media Manager

At Anaheim High School
where Genesis Perez graduated in
2007, she recalled the importance
of joining her campus' band.

“The teamwork and collab-
oration I learned from band is
important not only as a guidance
technician, but also in any posi-
tion because you’re working as a
team to achieve,”
said Perez, who
was hired earlier
this month as the
new College and
Career  Center

Genesis Perez guldance tech-
Guidance nician.  “When
Technician

you are working
in education, it
might sound cli-
ché, but it takes a village to sup-
port students. It involves every-
one — your parents, you as the
student, teachers, admin, anyone
— so that’s why it truly takes a
village.”

Perez takes over the position
left vacant last semester when
guidance  technician  Evelyn

Casillas accepted another posi-
tion in the Fullerton Joint Union
High School District.

Like with Casillas, Perez said
she will provide college and ca-
reer exploration workshops for
students to be informed about ca-
reers and post-secondary options/

She said she will also coor-
dinate and support college and
financial application sessions,
manage testing and speaker visi-
tors on campus and maintain the
College and Career Center tab on
the school's online website.

Before focusing on education
as a career path, Perez said she
pursued a nursing major at Cali-
fornia State University, Fullerton
[CSUF], receiving a bachelor’s
degree in sociology and health
science.

During her freshman year of
college, she conducted various
experiments relating to the hu-
man body and medicine, drawing
her into the field of epidemiology.
However, she started questioning
her studies as a health science
major after experiencing burnout.

“I think what drove me in high
school to pursue the medical field

was my health science teacher
and the classes itself, like biology
and chemistry,” Perez said. “But
I wanted to do something that I
knew I would eventually be more
passionate about.”

She said she then changed
course to pursue a master’s de-
gree in educational counseling.

Perez was first introduced to a
college access program at CSUF
in her first year of college and
was able to shadow other experi-
enced mentors.

“I thought that I could see my-
self doing this with students,” she
said. “But the program was more
of attending conferences, build-
ing knowledge and seeing how
counselors interact with students
so that experience prepared me
for my position now.”

Perez enjoys spending time
with her family and friends and
traveling.

“My ultimate goal within the
United States is to visit all 50
states,” she said.

The College and Career cen-
ter in Room 2 is open each school
day from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Perez's
email is gperez@fjuhsd.org.
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AVID Senior Standout reflects on her recognition

IRENE SHEEN
Social Media Manager

During her college applica-
tions process, senior Andi Elisal-
dez had one final concern.

“I had every-
thing ready and
done — 1 just
couldn’t pay
for [the applica-
tion fees] yet,”
Elisaldez said.

Because of
her family’s fi-
nancial circumstances, she felt
pressured to choose from just
a select few schools, including
those at the University of Cali-
fornia and California State Uni-
versity campuses.

“I limited the amount of col-
leges I applied to because we
didn’t have the money to pay for
things like that, especially be-
cause fees are kind of expensive
for me,” Elisaldez said. “I’m sure
other low-income family stu-
dents can relate to this because
we don’t have the same opportu-
nities to apply or even attend the
schools we want to.”

Her worries over finances
when it comes to college or uni-
versity-related fees could be over
as she was selected as this school
year's Senior Standout as part of
the Advancement Via Individual

| )

Ani Elisaldez

Determination [AVID] program.

On April 22, Elisaldez will
find out during an Orange Coun-
ty AVID awards ceremony how
much scholarship money she will
get.

AVID coordinator and math
teacher Jennifer Papageorge said
the funding ranges from as low
as $250 to a maximum $35,000
for every year the student is en-
rolled in college, covering up to
four years.

“I feel honored and proud to
be this year’s senior standout be-
cause [ have always felt my hard
work, achievements and success
have never been highlighted, but
receiving this award really means
a lot to me,” Elisaldez said.

Her AVID teacher from her
freshman year, Lindsay Safe,
said Elisaldez's work ethic im-
pressed her the most.

“She’s going to move moun-
tains because of her ability to fo-
cus and be dedicated, and she just
has this drive to be successful,”
Safe said. “She’s wise beyond
her years, her maturity is above
most and whatever she puts her
mind to, she’s going to be suc-
cessful.”

The AVID Senior Standout
award is offered every year at
Orange County high schools that
runs an AVID program.

Eligibility is based on a set

of criteria from the AVID Cen-
ter, which is part of the Orange
County Department of Educa-
tion. Besides grades, leadership,
community service, extracurric-
ulars, the number of Advanced
Placement [AP] classes taken,
Papageorge said “home life”
was added for the first time this
school year to the selection re-
quirements, especially because
of challenges students have faced
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Papageorge and three other

AVID teachers — Safe, Rich-
ard Bailey and Cristian Bueno
— and counselor Cindy Moreno
interviewed four qualifying ap-
plicants before narrowing down
to one person, Elisaldez.

“Andi won by a slight margin
— slightest of slights,” Papa-
george said.

One aspect of Elisaldez's re-
sume that put her above her peers
was her sports leadership experi-
ence.

In her four years on the girls

REBEKAH KIM | theaccolade
DESERVING OF RECOGNITION: Senior Andi Elisaldez (left) and AVID coordinator Jennifer
Papageorge show on Wednesday what the AVID Senior Standout Award certificate looks like.

volleyball team, her coaches
have selected her as captain of
the frosh-soph squad during her
freshman and sophomore years;
also as a 10th-grader, she volun-
teered to be an assistant coach for
the junior varsity boys volleyball
team.

“I learned how to gain respect
from my teammates and how to
be a leader by showing them that
I'm there to lead them,” Elisaldez
said. "I made sure everyone was
on task and focused.”
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SPRING SEMESTER STYLES

(' BEADED NECKLACE )

Popular in the '70s, beaded

necklaces made a comeback
in 2020 and are still worn by

many girls.
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( CONVERSE )

This casual veteran shoe brand, which
has been around since the '80s, is still
trending; 29% of 65 polled on The
Accolade website say they're wearing
Converse to school this semester.

According to recent Pinterest, Instagram and
TikTok posts, these items are trending among
teens. Sunny Hills students can be seen carry-

ing or wearing them, too, this season.

(' BEANIE )

Whether it’s a cold day or a
bad hair day, beanies keep your

head nice and warm.

.

(_TOTE BAG )

Capable of being paired with
any outfit, tote bags are a cute

option to throw necessities into

when you're on the go.
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Compiled by Divya Bharadwaj, Grace Johnson and Minjeong Kim
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STUDENTS PAL.:

Because the seniors on the editorial
board will have graduated by the time
the new principal at Sunny Hills will most
likely start, we have decided to leave the
consensus on what qualities the new cam-
pus leader should possess with the juniors,
who were unanimous in their descriptions.

Allen Whitten’s recent departure as Sun-
ny Hills principal and subsequent promotion
to the Fullerton Joint Union High School
District [FJUHSD] as the newly appointed
director of Student Support Services left the
challenging task of finding his replacement.

In the seven years that Whitten has served
as a leader of this campus, he was known for
emphasizing the positive. When he was first
hired in 2014, he noticed that students lacked
a personal connection with his predecessor.

He quickly changed the distanced relation-
ship within his first year by proving to Lanc-
ers that he was worthy of the last three letters
of his title that formed the word “pal.” During
break, lunch, after school or various on and

@A

Principal. 227

off-campus activities, Whitten approached
students and engaged in conversations with
them without making them feel intimidated
for speaking to an authority figure.

He launched a campaign to improve
school spirit by spending money on putting
up “Lancer” or “Sunny Hills” signs through-
out campus buildings and hallways.

It’s impossible to list the other proactive
measures Whitten spearheaded in his nearly
decade-long service on this campus. Whitten,
of course, will be a hard act to follow.

The search committee of board members
should hire the candidate who embodies
qualities similar to those of Whitten yet still
has more to offer to the student body. Hiring
an applicant with prior experience working
on a high school campus is an important fac-
tor we hope the trustees will consider.

The new principal may have some diffi-
cult teacher appointments to make, especially
since co-Associated Student Body [ASB] ad-
viser Mike Paris has told his ASB students of

.' (50
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The Accolade shares its views
* on qualities of new principal

his plan to retire at the end of this semester.

Finally, our new leader should have a vi-
sion for journalism media. We hope the se-
lected candidate will support The Accolade
enough for us to begin new multimedia proj-
ects, perhaps a broadcast media program.
Branching out from the monthly print issues
and online website will require administra-
tive funding, and we trust that our leader will
aid us along our journey to expansion.

This much anticipated hire won’t have to
whiz around campus on an electric one wheel
like Whitten did.

As principal, he led as an authority figure
and a friend to students and staff — a balance
we hope the chosen applicant will maintain.

The Accolade editorial board is made up
of the top editors and section editors on the
2021-2022 staff with the guidance of adviser
Tommy Li. If you have a question about the
board’s decision or an issue for the board to
discuss and write about, please send an email
to theaccoladeshhs@gmail.com.

The new year calls for resolutions to improve The Accolade

As a sentiment of the new year, | made
a 2022 resolution to continue focusing on
creating high-quality print work and starting
new projects for The Accolade during the
remainder of my senior year.

To fulfill these promises, the top editors
and I, under the guidance of our adviser,
decided to cut down on the
number of issues we plan on
producing within the spring
semester.

Near the beginning of
August, we expected to print
nine; however, during the
first five months of school, I
found myself — and the rest
of the staff — under loads
of stress as we jumped from
one issue to the next without taking the time
to regroup and assess our work.

After printing our first four issues, I real-
ized it takes hours of effort and motivation
from the entire staff to put together a print
product, far more than I initially thought.

Especially since we advocated for mental
health in our third print issue, the top editors
and I determined that cutting back on one is-
sue would give our staff enough time during
February to revitalize by having our own

Michelle
Sheen
Editor-in-Chief

Accolade mental wellness days, which are
still in the works.

For the sake of creating quality issues
and preventing burnout among the staff, we
agreed it would be more reasonable to work
on four issues this semester — only one less
than our original plan.

Our initial plan was to decrease the num-
ber of pages some of our issues would have
to 12 to lessen the workload. However, this
was no longer a possibility after finding out
that the printer we use no longer supports 12-
page papers; we would have to continue with
the standard 16.

While we could aim for five issues, push-
ing the staff to work without rest these next
few months could risk diminishing the quali-
ty of work; we, as a staff, want to provide the
most accurate material for readers on and off
campus, and to do so, we need time.

But that doesn’t mean readers of The Ac-
colade will miss out on the amount of content
we usually produce. In fact, I am proud to
announce that we have decided to challenge
ourselves further by starting our first podcast
— “The Accocast.”

This latest medium is another addition to
the multimedia content created on our web-
site, and our first three episodes can be found

on the audio streaming company Spotify.
“The Accocast” will inform listeners on a va-
riety of topics — from school happenings to
events on a national scale. We hope to bring
in levels of fun and seriousness through each
episode by covering news, arts and entertain-
ment, sports and more.

Listeners can look forward to meeting
different guests through our podcast; for our
second episode, for example, we invited
Sunny Hills science teacher Jack Adams to
share his experience protesting against the
COVID-19 vaccine mandate.

Some may wonder why we decided to
start our podcast when we dropped an issue
to prevent burnout. While highly encour-
aged, participating in its production is not a
requirement for the staff.

We don’t expect to post a set number of
episodes of “The Accocast”; instead, we
want to give reporters the opportunity to
experiment and try new aspects of journalism
through the podcast. Hope you’ll tune in and
let us know what you think.

i A0
1&% For access to The Accocast on
{3y ;i; Spotify, scan the QR code
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WOULD YOU CUT IN LINE TO GET FOOD¢?

A Lancer ‘acts wisely’;

so getting ahead

without having to wait violates social norms

I grew antsy as the first five minutes of
break passed. My stomach growled, and
the line to get food from the Roundhouse
remained stagnant.

Just as the cafeteria staff came into
view, a girl abruptly shoved past my
friends and me to join her group waiting

at the front of the line.
Any student who has
purchased food from the
- Roundhouse or the caf-
e eteria this school year —
the first in which campus
! meals can be picked up
for free during break and
lunch — can surely relate
to my experience.

What’s worse was this
happened to me the first
time I ever picked up a meal from school.
I had been standing there when that girl
chose to join her friends in line ahead of
me — no waiting required for her like the
five minutes I had to endure.

I felt disrespected and annoyed
because break lasts only 18 minutes — I
had been waiting for more than one-
fourth of the time.

For students to cut any line and gain
a little extra time while others have been
waiting a longer amount in the back
shows just how selfish and greedy some
can be.

Break and Iunch are sacred and excit-
ing periods of the school day for students;
we’re let out of the classroom and can
finally fuel our body with much-needed
food, rest and socialization with friends.

So those cutting in line violate proper
etiquette; they should patiently wait their
turn. These manners should be kept, not
only while at school, but off campus and
in the “real world” as well.

As a senior, [ have seen how Sun-

Dominique
Chang
Asst. Business
Manager

ny Hills emphasizes the importance

of safety. However, perhaps the recent
development of line cutting originates
from the underclassmen — many of whom
have never stepped foot on our campus
until this school year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Although arguments with those who
choose not to wait in line could develop, I
chose not to pick an oral dispute with that
girl who did me wrong because I don’t
think it’s worth my while to do so. Others
who witnessed the same faux pas had the
same maturity level as [ had demonstrat-
ed.

So it should be everyone’s duty to
act with respect and care for others. The
school’s mission statement sign in every
classroom says it best: “A Lancer ... acts
wisely.”

For the full story online, scan
the QR code

It's a dog-eat-dog world out there, and
that's why I have no beef about what I do

OK, I know, I know.

According to a recent Accolade online
poll of 76 respondents, 62% agreed that
“cutting [in a food line] is against my
moral judgment.”

Another 24% agreed that this recur-
ring practice during break and lunch
occurs based on how
students feel one day
over the next.

In the minority lies
people like me — only
13% had the “survival of
the fittest” mentality of
taking advantage of get-
ting meals faster through
friends’ help in the food
line outside the cafeteria
or Roundhouse.

Although swooping in the middle of
a line tends to be universally known as a
disservice, I see it as using my resources.
My friends are just saving a spot for me
because I’m not able to get there as fast
as they can.

Lee
Staff Reporter

AUDREY SEO | theaccolade
WHAT WOULD YOU DO?: Students wait in line Jan. 12 at the Roundhouse
during lunch. Go to shhsaccolade.com to take our online poll about line cutting.

As an athlete, food fuels my perfor-
mance. At the beginning of the school
year, I would go into two-hour practices
on an empty stomach, and I noticed it
was affecting my endurance and motiva-
tion on the field.

Waiting in line like mostly everyone
else consumes too much of my precious
time, especially when I have to be out on
the soccer field passing the ball within 30
minutes of my last class ending.

So that’s what prompted me to make
some changes by finding a way to speed
up my meal gathering.

Typically, no one says anything when
I push my way through the beginning of
the never-ending line.

Sometimes, [ would get the occasional
shouts like, “Get in the back of the line,”
or “You came later; go to the back.”

I have learned to tune them out.

Though some may argue that it’s
wrong of me to take advantage of my fel-
low peers, in this cutthroat society, some
individuals are bound to have a slight
edge over others.

Some students, especially those who
have PE, are allowed to leave their third
or fifth periods earlier to start waiting in
line before break or lunch starts.

Is that fair? Shouldn't school officials
require all teachers to release students
after the bell rings?

Some have classes closer to the cafete-
ria or Roundhouse than others. They will
have some type of an advantage too. Is
that fair?

Should school officials designate
a rotation of certain classrooms being
allowed to get food to level the playing
field?

Everyone has the ability to cut, so why
be so petty about it? After all, it’s a dog-
eat-dog world.

Letters to the editor

Reader responses to the Nov. 19
“What are you doing in my class?” Fea-
ture article:

I think that Blake Talbot did a great job
highlighting the importance of substitute
teachers and what happens when we don't
have any.

I think that this is a very relevant prob-
lem. In fact, because of the lack of substi-
tutes, our class had to sit in the Performing
Arts Center building today.

— Lucas Saab, freshman

Because I myself have noticed the sud-
den appearance of other Sunny Hills teach-
ers in my classes as substitutes, the article
stood out to me.

Although the article wasn’t complicat-
ed, it still gave me information that I want-
ed to know. I found it to be very helpful.”

— Kiheon Kim, freshman

Reader response to other sections in
the Nov. 19 issue:

In Justin Pak’s News article “Eco-friend-
ly solar panels to be installed,” I think it’s
very cool that Sunny Hills is making ef-
forts to be environmentally friendly.

I also like the idea of charging ports and
extra shade.

These additions could add more conve-
nience to the campus. I suspect that many
students will fight over these areas.

— Julia Winters, freshman

After hearing about the Minute of Hope
fundraiser exceeding its goal of $1,000
in the News article by Pricilla Escobedo,
“Minute of Hope exceeds ASB especta-
tions, break over $1,600,” I felt proud to
have contributed to the cause.

It was inspiring to hear that the funds
went toward helping the homeless and the

less unfortunate families in the Fullerton
Joint Union High School District.

The Associated Student Body did an
amazing job exceeding the goal of the
fundraiser expectations.

— Aaron Akram, freshman

From this issue, Kate Yang and Irene
Sheen’s Opinion stories, “Real deal or fake
stake?” best suited me.

I enjoyed these satirical stories that in-
corporated amusing puns. For students like
me, it’s difficult to finish long stories, but
these pieces added the ideal amount of hu-
mor.

— Justin Park, sophomore

The Accolade welcomes signed letters
to the editor with full name and grade level
emailed to theaccoladeshhs@gmail.com.

The staff reserves the right to edit.

For the record

The Accolade regrets the follow-
ing errors from the Nov. 19 issue:

On page 4, two News articles
— “Minute of Hope exceeds ASB
expectations, breaks over $1600”
and “Sunny Hills culture clubs ver-
ified to perform in second semester
shows” — abruptly ended. The full
versions are available on our web-
site.

Also, in the “Sunny Hills culture
clubs” News story, the Korean Cul-
ture Night date should have been
March 19.

In a page 13 photo caption for an
Arts and Entertainment story, “My
adventures in Wonderland as Alice,”
the person in the middle wearing the
Queen of Hearts costume should
have been identified as junior Del-
aney Jackson.
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COVID-19 positive cases over
: the first 15 days of school
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From Jan. 9-10, the data showed a dip in statistics

because the FTUHSD changed its reports to only
include students and faculty who had been on
campus after having contracted COVID-19.

= SH positive cases

FJUHSD positive cases

Source: FJUHSD COVID-19 Dashboard

TO MASK OR NOT TO MASK AT SCHOOLS

March 11, 2020

The World Health Organization
[WHO)] declares that the spread of
COVID-19 is a pandemic.

= States WITH school mask requirements

— States WITHOUT school mask
requirements

Source: Center for Dignity in Healthcare

March 14, 2020

U.S. states begin issuing the lock-
down of public places to prevent the
spread of the virus. Sunny Hills is
one of these that goes into lockdown,
according to a March 16, 2020 news
article from The Accolade.

Dec. 11, 2020

The Food and Drugs Administration
issues the first-ever COVID-19
vaccine: Pfizer-BioNTech one.

GOING VIRAL: Omicron variant
prompts changes in traditional events

MICHELLE SHEEN

Editor-in-Chief

ith the emergence of the highly-con-
tagious Omicron variant in 2021, a
surge in COVID-19 cases forced sev-
eral school events to be temporarily postponed
or halted altogether in an attempt to lower trans-

mission rates.

“We are very hopeful to continue to have these activi-
ties, but if things change, know that we will try to do the
best we can,” assistant principal Hilda Arredondo said.

Below are some on-campus and off-campus activities
that have been postponed or canceled altogether because
of COVID-19.

OPEN HOUSE

Though the school originally planned to host Open
House in person Jan. 6, interim principal Cathy Gach
mentioned in her Jan. 14 newsletter that it will be happen-
ing online through a virtual showcase under the “News”
section of the school website.

“With Open House postponed, we wanted to do some-
thing that would showcase all of the great programs we
have here at Sunny Hills to incoming 8th graders and
their families,” assistant principal Melissa Stinson said.

Since Jan. 19, the virtual showcase — which contains
compiled information about each department in the form
of slideshows or digital brochures — is available for pro-
spective students to access before enrolling from Jan. 10-
28, Stinson said.

For the Associated Student Body [ASB], its cancel-
lation meant the annual tradition of guiding students
through the campus would not be happening again. In-
stead, the ASB will be guiding these students through a
campus tour video.

“It was quite a bummer since we knew when it got
canceled, we couldn’t feature a lot of groups that are spe-
cial to Sunny Hills,” ASB president Aimee Kwon said.
“That in-person effect makes the school feel much more
alive.”

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Club members of the Sunny Hills Red Cross Club
planned their first blood drive of the school year for Jan.
14.

In accordance with Arredondo’s email and under the
instruction of Red Cross club adviser Robert Bradburn,
president senior Rachel Lee decided to push it to April.

June 1, 2021

The Delta variant, which was first re-
ported in India, becomes the dominant
COVID-19 variant in the U.S.

Despite the cabinet’s efforts, this became the second
failed attempt at holding the drive; the club’s first at-
tempt took place in October 2021, but it was canceled
because the SH administration did not approve the event.

“My cabinet and I had been working extremely hard
for many weeks, so we were definitely upset about the
news,” Lee said. “I know for a lot of club members, this
was their first blood drive, so many of them were also
disappointed that they wouldn’t be able to volunteer or
donate.”

The precautionary measures for this event also ac-
count for the organization’s current shortage of blood.

An L.A. Times article posted Jan. 12 said “the combi-
nation of the relentless pandemic and an unusual flu sea-
son has exacerbated the preexisting shortage” of blood
the Red Cross normally receives.

In the article, the organization said donations from
students — who usually account for 25% of donors —
fell by 60% because of the current surge in COVID-19
cases.

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD SOLVI

Those who are a part of the SH Science Olympiad
team would have competed Jan. 16 at Clark High School
for the annual Science Olympiad Las Vegas Invitational
[SOLVI].

Those who did not feel comfortable because of
COVID-19 had the option of competing through the Sci-
ence Olympiad’s online website, the SH Science Olym-
piad team co-captain Dahee Kim said.

But on Jan. 12, four days prior to this field trip, the
captains received news of the cancellation of the in-per-
son competition, Science Olympiad adviser Alexander
Hua said.

“I know these kids were really looking forward to be-
ing able to travel and [compete] in one of these compe-
titions in person, ... so it was pretty devastating,” said
Hua, whose club had already prepared by booking hotel
rooms and seeking the FITUHSD’s approval for the field
trip.

The Clark High School District moved the live event
to a virtual one because of staff shortages caused by the
pandemic, Hua said.

Of the team members, co-captain junior Magdalene
Kho felt disappointed that they were notable to go in per-
son.

“My co-captain and I really felt bad about it, especial-
ly since we hyped it up for a lot of teammates since that
would have been their first in-person competition,” said
Kho, whose last SOLVI happened her freshman year in
March 2020.

WHO.

Nov. 24, 2022

South Africa reports a case of the Omi-
cron variant for the first time to the

Usually lasting the entire day, members would take
tests on different science topics — such as biology, chem-
istry and physics — and participate in various live events
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Kho said.

Though the team will not be able to compete in per-
son, the organizers sent out an email notifying all contes-
tants that they were eligible to partake through the online
option.

Many of the SH team members participated in the vir-
tual Jan. 15 SOLVI, including the two captains.

“Competing online this year wasn’t a huge letdown
since we got used to the format last year, but I was re-
ally frustrated and sad about our team not going to go
in person to compete [since] that is what makes Science
Olympiad so fun for me,” Kim said.

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL

The International Food Fair [IFF] assembly in the gym
normally takes place in February and gives cultural clubs
across campus the opportunity to put on traditional per-
formances and any other club on campus to raise funds
by selling foods of different backgrounds.

In the 2020-2021 school year, the school canceled
IFF for the first time in school history because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Originally scheduled for Feb. 10, the Associated Stu-
dent Body [ASB] shifted the date forward to sometime
in March or April upon receiving an email from Arre-
dondo before auditions for the assembly happened, said
ASB member senior Savannah Thul, who is in charge of
planning the event.

“We haven’t canceled anything yet because IFF is a
tradition that we want to keep going, and we’re really
excited to have it,” said Thul, who is the ASB assembly
commissioner.

“I’m very optimistic about it right now.”

Like many other clubs, the last time the Korean Cul-
ture Club [KCC] participated in the IFF was in 2020, the
year the pandemic struck.

“We had in mind that IFF could be postponed [because
of the coronavirus], but it’s really sad to hear that we
might not be able to perform,” said Lim, whose club held
a meeting to discuss changes of plans for the fair because
of its delay.

“We’re still hoping that we can perform this year even
if it is pushed back.”

The KCC presidents decided to continue practicing for
their performances, even with some members absent be-
cause of the virus.

CANCLED EVENTS >> Page 10

starting Monday.

Jan. 15, 2022

The Los Angeles United School
District implements the requirement
of students wearing non-cloth masks

PAGING DR. LI

Jason Li, a third-year resident at the Uni-
versity of Southern California and husband
of Class of 2007 alumna Joann Kim, shares
his views on the COVID-19 pandemic and
its variants.

Q: How dangerous is Omicron vs.
Delta vs. COVID-19 1.0?

A: What makes this strain of COVID-19
so dangerous is that one, it spreads much
faster than previous strains. Two, its
symptoms are much more extreme than
those of the flu virus.

Q: Are teens more likely to catch
Omicron variants than other age
groups?

A: Teens are not more likely to catch in
a medical sense; however, teenagers can
be more social than other age groups —
going to packed schools every day and
hanging out with friends. This is why it’s
so important that teens get vaccinated
and follow safety procedures.

Q: Will masking alone protect me
from catching Omicron? Or are
there other precautions we should
be taking?

A: Masking definitely helps because
COVID-19 is a respiratory-driven virus.
It’s also important to remember that the
farther you stay away from crowds, the
less likely you are to be infected.

#+  For the full Q & A with Jason Li, scan
F2; this QR code to listen to the podcast.

Jan. 20, 2022

Senate Bill 866 proposed for kids
in California older than 12 years
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine
without parents’ permission.
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FROM PAGE 8

CANCELED
EVENTS

Though the Filipino culture
club — also known as Bayani-
han Club — stopped practic-
es for a couple of weeks over
an increase in Omicron cases,
co-president senior Jonah Al-
agao remains hopeful that his
group will be able to flaunt its
skills with the traditional tini-
kling and sakuting dances.

“Some members missed hav-
ing practices, and some appre-
ciated having some time off of
practice,” said Alagao, who had
been practicing one to two times
a week in the quad since late
September.

“I think that everyone just
wanted to be safe more than
anything, and pausing practice
for a while was the best way to
do that.”

“When we heard that it would
be postponed, I was a little bit
bummed out but still hopeful
because I think it’s still possible
that we’ll have an IFF.”

CIF-SS WINTER SPORTS

Along with the FJUHSD’s
spectator limit for indoor sports
games decreasing from 1,000 to
500, the CIF-SS extended the
basketball, soccer and girls wa-
ter polo season to allow teams to
fit in games, according to a Jan.
12 update on the website.

The final league games have
been shifted to Feb. 6 for girls
and boys basketball, girls and
boys soccer and girls water
polo.

Playoff entries for these
sports must be submitted by 6
p.m. on the final league game

days, according to the update on
the CIF-SS website.

For Sunny Hills, the change
in plans — for the most part —
proved to be advantageous be-
cause it allotted winter sports
more time to submit playoff
entries, athletic director Paul
Jones said.

“They were understanding of
the fact that students are going
to inevitably miss some games
because of COVID,” Jones said.

Though the CIF-SS extended
the winter sports seasons, the
organization held off on post-
poning or canceling champion-
ship/playoff games because fa-
cilities had already been booked
prior to the spread of the Omi-
cron variant, Jones said.

“We started the school year
OK, and we thought things were
going to go back to normal, and
then, surprise, there’s a new
variant,” Jones said.

“I hope that the spring sports
[season] goes as smoothly as the
fall sports. We can start to move
past COVID, hopefully.”

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in Orange
County spiked with 18,639 new
cases on Monday. Despite this,
Kwon hopes normalcy will re-
turn to Sunny Hills.

“Since we just had a huge
spike of the new variant, [ don’t
really see the situation improv-
ing soon, but since California
is especially good with con-
tainment and mandates, I'm
sure we’ll get it under control,”
Kwon said. “It’s already been
affecting us a lot, from our
events and teaching schedules.
We’re still trying to bring some
normality to the school year
through assemblies and other
events.”

Steps for your COVID-19 Status

)

Feeling
Great!

® Keep your mask
on indoors

® Sanitize well

® Adhere to social
distancing guide-
lines

® Complete the
Daily Symptom
Check Qualtrics
survey before
arriving on campus
® Check for low ex-
posure emails from
the school

)

TN

Oh no,
I was
exposed!

® Stay in School

® Should
(Recommended) get
tested for COVID-19
with at least one
diagnostic test
obtained within 3-5
days after last expo-
sure

® Exposed

students who
participate in testing
may continue to take
part in all aspects of
K-12 schooling,
including sports and
extracurricular
activities, unless
they test positive for
COVID-19 or
develop symptoms

)

Achoo!
I tested
positive!

® Stay home for at least
5 days
® [solation can end after
Day 5 if:

¢+ Symptoms are
NOT present or
improving AND

¢ At least 24 hours
have passed since
resolution of fever
without the use of fever
reducing medication
AND

¢ Negative test on Day
5 AND

¢ Parents complete
Student Negative Test
Attestation
® If not testing, a
10-Day isolation is
required
® If fever is present,
isolate until fever resolves

JACQUELINE CHANG | theaccolade

Source: FJUHSD COVID-19 Guidelines updated Jan. 18

Compiled by Kate Yang

Universities shut down in light of Omicron surges

How many
California
colleges shut
down in
January?

11 Cal State
Campuses

9 UC
Campuses

8 Private
Colleges

Source: L.A. Times

JAIMIE CHUN
Copy Editor

Sporting furry red, plaid paja-
ma pants and an overfit hoodie,
Sunny Hills Class of 2021 alum-
na Anika Madan is ready for her
first period class at the University
of California, Irvine.

Not exactly the college life she
dreamed of, Madan instead takes
two steps from her bed, scrolling
and clicking her way into her vir-
tual class.

“At college, I would still go to
the library, sit outside in Aldrich
Park, go to my job, so I had a lot
of change scenery,” said Madan,
who went through distance learn-
ing since her junior year at Sunny
Hills High School.

UC Irvine is only one of the
UC schools that have decided to
go online to start off the spring

semester, an announcement that
followed a recent surge of Omi-
cron variant cases.

“When I first heard the news, I
was relieved,” Madan said. “The
number of cases at UCI were re-
ally high at the time, and I didn’t
feel safe being back on campus.”

Despite understanding the
reasons behind the decision, SH
alumni, who went through nearly
two years of distance learning in
high school and then half a year
of normalcy in their freshman
year of university before having
to revert back to what they expe-
rienced as juniors in March 2020,
find it difficult to overlook the
drawbacks of distance learning.

“Some challenges are be-
ing able to keep myself focused
during Zoom classes, which I'm
sure everyone knows by now, it
can be very hard,” said Sunny

Hills Class of 2021 alumna Mea-
gan 